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TITLE 17
COUNTIES
Chapter
1. Boundaries.
2. Annexation to County.
3. Creating New Counties.
4. Corporate Powers.
5. County Commissioners.
6. Improvement Districts for Water, Sewage, Flood Control, Electric and
Gas Systems.
7. County Improvement District Act.
8. Flood Control Projects and Drought Emergencies.
9. Fire Protection Districts.
10. Special Road District Tax.
11. Removal of County Seats.
12. Creating Bonded Indebtedness.
13. Public Aid for Dependent Mothers.
14. Support of Poor by Relatives.
15. Miscellaneous Provisions.
16. County Officers.
16a. County Officers and Employees Disclosure Act.
17. County Assessor.
18. County Attorney.
19. County Auditor.
20. County Clerk.
21. Recorder.
22. Sheriff.
23. County Surveyor.
24. County Treasurer.
25. Constables.
26. County Hospitals.
27. Zoning and Planning.
28. Firemen's Civil Service Commission.
29. County Service Area Act.
30. Deputy Sheriffs - Merit System.
31. Recreational, Tourist and Convention Bureaus.
32. Bail Commissioners.
33. County Personnel Management Act.
34. Municipal-Type Services to Unincorporated Areas.
35. Optional Plans for County Government [Repealed.]
35a. Optional Plans for County Government.
36. Uniform Fiscal Procedures for Counties.
37. Planetarium.
38. Zoos.
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CHAPTER 1
BOUNDARIES
Section
17-1-1. "Range," "township," "section" defined.
17-1-2. True courses employed.
17-1-3. Existing counties adopted.
17-1-4. Beaver county - Description.
17-1-5. Box Elder county - Description.
17-1-6. Cache county - Description.
17-1-7. Carbon county - Description.
17-1-8. Daggett county - Description.
17-1-9. Davis county - Description.
17-1-10. Duchesne county - Description.
17-1-11. Emery county - Description.
17-1-12. Garfield county - Description.
17-1-13. Grand county - Description.
17-1-14. Iron county - Description.
17-1-15. Juab county - Description.
17-1-16. Kane county - Description.

Section
17-1-17.
17-1-18.
17-1-19.
17-1-20.
17-1-21.
17-1-22.
17-1-23.
17-1-24.
17-1-25.
17-1-26.
17-1-27.
17-1-28.
17-1-29.
17-1-30.
17-1-31.
17-1-32.
17-1-33.

17-1-1. "Range," "township,"

Millard county - Description.
Morgan county - Description.
Piute county - Description.
Rich county - Description.
Salt Lake county - Description.
San Juan county - Description.
Sanpete county - Description.
Sevier county - Description.
Summit county - Description.
Tooele county - Description.
Uintah county - Description.
Utah county - Description.
Wasatch county - Description.
Washington county - Description.
Wayne county - Description.
Weber county - Description.
Disputed boundaries - Determination.

"section" defined.

The words "range," "township" and "section" as employed in this chapter
refer to the Salt Lake meridian and base line of the United States survey,
except in cases where the word "range" obviously refers to a range of mountains.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 457; C.L.
1917, § 1290; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-1.
COLLATERAL REFERENCES

Utah Law Review. - Local Government
Symposium, 1971 Utah L. Rev. 1 et seq.
Am. Jur. 2d. - 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal
Corporations, Counties, and Other Political
Subdivisions § 41.

C.J.S. - 20 C.J.S. Counties § 16.
Key Numbers. - Counties <11=>6 to 8.

17-1-2. True courses employed.
In the description of courses the words "north," "south," "east" and "west"
shall be construed to mean true courses.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 458; C.L.
1917, § 1291; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-2.
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Existing counties

adopted.

The several counties as they are in this chapter named and described are
the counties of the state until otherwise changed by law.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 459; C.L.
1917, § 1292; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-3.

17-1-4. Beaver county -

Cross-References. - Existing counties recognized, Utah Const. Art. XI, Sec. 1.

Description.

Beaver county: Beginning at a point on the summit of the range separating
the Beaver and Pahvant valleys from Sevier valley east of a point two miles
south of the south side of Fort Wilden on Cove creek, thence west to the state
boundary; thence south to the line separating townships 30 and 31 south;
thence east to the summit of said range; thence northerly along said summit
to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 460; C.L.
1917, § 1293; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-4.

17-1-5. Box Elder county -

Description.

Box Elder county: Beginning at the intersection of the northern boundary of
the state and the summit of the range next east of Malad valley, thence west
to the northwest corner of the state; thence south to the forty-first parallel of
north latitude; thence east to the western shore of Great Salt Lake; thence
northeasterly along and to the middle point of, a straight line drawn between
said point on the lake and a point on the east shore thereof due west of the
middle of the channel of the Weber river at a point north of the northwest
corner of Kingston's fort; thence northeasterly along a straight line drawn
from said middle point of said line to a point on the west line of range 3 west,
due west from the Hot Springs situated at the point of the mountain north of
Ogden; thence east to said springs; then northeasterly along the summit of the
spur range terminating at said springs to, and thence along, the summit of the
Wasatch mountains, passing around the headwaters of Box Elder and Willow
creeks, and crossing the Bear river at the middle point of its lower canyon, to
and thence northerly along, the summit of the range of mountains next east of
Malad valley to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L.1907, § 461; C.L.
1917, § 1294; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-5.
NOTES TO DECISIONS
Judicial notice of county's territorial extent.
The Supreme Court will take judicial notice
of the territorial extent of this county, and that
by the usual means of transportation and

travel in said county, it would be impossible to
verify a complaint in many parts of the county
and file the same on the day it is verified.
James v. Jensen, 50 Utah 485, 167 P. 827
(1917).
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17-1-6. Cache county -

17-1-8

Description.

Cache county: Beginning at the intersection of the northern boundary of the
state and the summit of the watershed separating the Cache and Bear Lake
valleys, thence west along the said boundary to the summit of the range next
east of Malad valley; thence southerly along the summit of the last mentioned
range crossing the Bear river at the middle point of its lower canyon to, and
thence along, the summit of the Wasatch range, passing round the headwaters of Box Elder and Willow creeks; and thence easterly along the summit of
said range to its intersection with, and thence northerly along, the summit of
the watershed between the Cache and Bear Lake valleys to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 462; C.L.
1917, § 1295; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-6.

17-1-7. Carbon county -

Description.

Carbon county: Beginning at the middle of the channel of the Green river
where intersected by the line dividing townships 11 and 12 south, thence west
along said line to the section line running north and south through the middle
of range 6 east; thence south to the summit of the watershed next east of
Huntington creek; thence southeasterly along said summit to the third standard parallel south; thence east to the middle of the main channel of the
Green river; thence northerly up said channel to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L.1907, § 463; C.L.
1917, § 1296; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-7.

17-1-8. Daggett county -

Description.

Daggett county: Beginning at the point of intersection of the boundaries of
Utah, Wyoming, and Colorado, thence west along the Utah state line to a
point which would intersect a line running south through the center of section
fifteen (15), township 3 north, range 17 east of the Salt Lake base and meridian; thence south through the center of sections fifteen (15), twenty-two (22),
twenty-seven (27) and thirty-four (34), of township 3 north of range 17 east;
thence south through the center of sections three (3), ten (10), fifteen (15),
twenty-two (22), twenty-seven (27), and thirty-four (34), township 2 north of
range 17 east of the Salt Lake base and meridian; thence south through the
center of sections three (3), ten (10), fifteen (15), and twenty-two (22), of
township 1 north of range 17 east of Salt Lake base and meridian to the
intersection of the easterly and westerly line of the summit of the Uintah
mountains; thence easterly along the summit of said Uintah mountains and
following the water parting line dividing the watershed of streams flowing
generally northerly from those flowing generally southerly to the monument
at the top of Mt. Lena; thence easterly to the west quarter (W¼) comer section
twenty-five (25), township one (1) north, range twenty-two (22) east; thence
north along the west boundary line of sections twenty-five (25), twenty-four
(24), thirteen (13), twelve (12) and one (1), township one (1) north, range
twenty-two (22) east to the northwest comer of section one (1), township one
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(1) north, range twenty-two (22) east; thence east along the south boundary
lines of township 2 north, ranges twenty-two (22), twenty-three (23) and
twenty-four(24) east to the northwest corner of section three (3), township one
(1) north of range twenty-four (24) east; thence south along the west boundary
lines of sections three (3), ten (10), fifteen (15), twenty-two (22) and twentyseven (27) all in township one (1) north of range twenty-four (24) east; thence
east along the south boundary lines of sections twenty-seven (27), and twentysix (26) to the northwest corner of section thirty-six (36), all in township one
(1) north of range twenty-four (24) east; thence south along the west line of
said section thirty-six (36), to the southwest corner of said section; thence east
to the northwest corner of township one (1) south of range twenty-five (25)
east; thence south along the west boundary line of township one (1) south of
range twenty-five (25) east to the southwest corner of said township; thence
east along the south boundary lines of sections thirty-one (31) and thirty-two
(32), township one (1) south of range twenty-five (25) east to the northwest
corner of section four (4), township two (2) south of range twenty-five (25)
east; thence south along the west boundary lines of sections four (4) and nine
(9), to the west quarter corner of section nine (9), township two (2) south of
range twenty-five (25) east; thence east along the center lines of sections nine
(9), ten (10), eleven (11), and twelve (12) township two (2) south of range
twenty-five (25) east to the Colorado state line; thence north along the Colorado state line to the point of beginning.
History: Governor's Proclamation, November 16, 1917; C.L. 1917, § 1297; R.S.
1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-8; L. 1943, ch. 28, § 1.

17-1-9.

Davis county -

Description.

Davis county: Beginning at a point in the middle of the channel of the
Weber river where crossed by the summit line of the Wasatch range, thence
westerly down the middle of said channel to a point north of the northwest
corner of Kingston's fort; thence west to the east shore of Great Salt Lake;
thence southwesterly along and to the middle point of a straight line running
between said point on the east shore and a point on the west shore of said lake
at latitude 41 degrees north; thence southeasterly along a straight line running between Black Rock on the southern shore of said lake and said middle
point of said line to the base line of the United States survey; thence northeasterly and equidistant between Antelope island and the south shore of said
lake to a point west of the mouth of the Jordan river on the west line of range
1 west; thence east to the mouth of the Jordan river; thence southeasterly up
the middle of the channel of the Jordan river to a point west of a point 136
rods north of Hot Spring in the northern part of Salt Lake City; thence east to
the summit of the spur range terminating at said Hot Spring; thence northeasterly along said last mentioned summit to its intersection with, and thence
northerly along, the summit of the Wasatch range to the point of beginning.
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History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 464; C.L.
1917, § 1298; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-9.

17-1-10. Duchesne

county -

Description.

Duchesne county: Beginning at a point on the summit of the Uintah mountains two sections and one-fifth mile west of the point where the Uintah
special meridian intersects the summit of the Uintah mountains, thence
southwesterly along the summit of the mountains to a point due north of the
center line between the east and west range lines of range 9 west of the
Uintah special meridian; thence south intersecting and thence following the
center line of range 9 west of the Uintah special meridian to a point where it
intersects with the second standard parallel south, Salt Lake base and meridian (which point is also an extension east from the Salt Lake base and meridian); thence east to the line between ranges 9 and 10 east of Salt Lake meridian; thence south to the township line between townships 11 and 12 south of
the Salt Lake base and meridian; thence east along this township line to a
point south of a point located two sections and one-fifth mile west of the
Uintah special meridian at the south boundary of the former Uintah Indian
reservation; thence north parallel with the 110 degrees and 00 minutes west
longitude to said point; thence northerly, adjacent to and west of the Uintah
special meridian a distance of two sections and one-fifth mile to the point of
beginning.
History: C.L. 1907, § 464x, added by L.
1917,ch.34,§ l;C.L.1917,§
1299;R.S.1933
& C. 1943, 19-1-10; L. 1977, ch. 67, § 1.

17-1-11. Emery county -

Description.

Emery county: Beginning at the intersection of the third standard parallel
south with the middle of the main channel of the Green river, thence west to
the summit of the watershed next east of Huntington creek; thence northwesterly along said summit to the section line running north and south through
the middle of range 6 east; thence south to the third standard parallel south;
thence west to the line between ranges 5 and 6 east; thence south to parallel
38 degrees 30 minutes north latitude, thence east to the middle of the main
channel of the Green river; thence northerly up the middle of said channel to
the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 465; L.
1911,ch.80,§ l;C.L. 1917,§ 1300;R.S. 1933
& C. 1943, 19-1-11.

17-1-12. Garfield county -

Description.

Garfield county: Beginning at the intersection of the main channel of the
Colorado river with the line between townships 30 and 31 south, thence west
along said township line to the line between ranges 5 and 6 west; thence south
to the line between townships 33 and 34 south; thence west to the line between ranges 6 and 7 west; thence south to the line between townships 34 and
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35 south; thence west to the line between ranges 7 and 8 west; thence south to
the line between townships 37 and 38 south; thence east along said line to the
main channel of the Colorado river; thence northeasterly up said channel to
the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 466; C.L.
1917, § 1301; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-12.

17-1-13.

Grand county -

Description.

Grand county: Beginning at the intersection of the summit of the Brown
cliffs with the eastern boundary of the state, thence westerly along the summit of said cliffs to the third standard parallel south; thence west to the
middle of the main channel of the Green river; thence southerly down the
middle of said channel to parallel 38 degrees 30 minutes north latitude;
thence east to the state boundary; thence north to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L.1907, § 467; C.L.
1917, § 1302; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-13.
NOTES TO DECISIONS
Common boundary.
This section and§ 17-1-22 plainly designate
the common boundary between the counties of
Grand and San Juan as being Parallel 38 de-

17-1-14.

Iron county -

grees 30 minutes north latitude. San Juan
County v. Grand County, 13 Utah 2d 242, 371
P.2d 855 (1896).

Description.

Iron county: Beginning at the northwest corner of township 31 south, range
5 west, thence west to the boundary of the state; thence south to the line
between townships 36 and 37 south; thence east to the line between ranges 16
and 15 west; thence north to the northwest corner of township 37 south, range
15 west; thence east to the northeast corner of township 37 south, range 15
west; thence south to the southeast corner of township 37 south, range 15
west; thence east to the southeast corner of township 37 south, range 13 west;
thence south to the northeast corner of section 24, township 38 south, range
13 west; thence east on the section lines to the intersection of the range line
between ranges 12 and 11 west; thence south on that range line to the southwest corner of section 18, township 38 south, range 11 west; thence east on the
section lines to the intersection of the range line between ranges 11 and 10
west; thence north along the range line to the southwest corner of section 18,
township 38 south, range 10 west; thence east on the section lines to the
intersection of the range line between ranges 11 and 10 west, at the northeast
corner of section 24, township 38 south, range 10 west; thence north to the line
separating townships 37 and 38 south; thence east to the line between ranges
8 and 7 west; thence north to the northwest corner of township 35 south, range
7 west; thence east to the northeast corner of said township 35 south, range 7
west; thence north to the northwest corner of township 34 south, range 6 west;
thence east to the northeast corner of township 34 south, range 6 west; thence
north to the point of beginning.
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17-1-15

History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 468; L.
1917,ch.78,§ l;C.L.1917,§
1303;R.S. 1933
& C. 1943, 19-1-14.

17-1-15. Juab county -

Description.

Juab county: Beginning at the intersection of the second standard parallel
south with the divide between Cherry and Faust creeks, thence west to the
boundary of the state; thence south to a point due west of the mouth of the
lower canyon of the Sevier river; thence east on township line between townships 14 and 15 south to the middle of the channel of said river; thence
northeasterly up the channel of said river to its point of intersection with the
summit, if prolonged, of the range separating Oak Creek district from Little
valley; thence southerly along the summit of said last mentioned range to the
summit of the high ground and mountains between the Round and Little
valleys; thence east on section line nearest the last mentioned summit to the
southeast corner of section 16, township 17 south, range 2 west; thence south
to the southwest corner of section 22 near the top of the dugway on Sevier hill;
thence east on the section line to the southeast corner of section 24, township
17 south, range 2 west; thence north on the range line between ranges 1 west
and 2 west to the northwest corner oflot 11 in section 18, township 17 south,
range 1 west, Salt Lake base and meridian; thence east on section line to the
southwest corner of section 8, township 17 south, range 1 west, Salt Lake base
and meridian; thence north on section line to the southwest corner of section
32, township 16 south, range 1 west, said section corner being about half a
mile northerly of the Upper bluffs or Painted Rocks on the Sevier river; thence
east on the township line to the southwest corner of section 34, township 16
south, range 1 west; thence north on section line to the northwest corner of
said section 34; thence east on section line to the southeast corner of section
25, township 16 south, range 1 east; thence north on the range line between
ranges 1 and 2 east to the northwest corner of township 16 south, range 2 east;
thence east on township line between townships 15 and 16 south, range 2 east,
to the northwest corner of section 4, township 16 south, range 2 east; thence
north on section line to the northwest corner of section 16, township 13 south,
range 2 east; thence east on section line to the quarter section corner common
to sections 10 and 15 of said township and range; thence north on quarter line
through section 10 to the quarter corner common to sections 3 and 10; thence
east on section line to the southwest corner of section 2; thence north on
section line to the quarter corner common to sections 2 and 3; thence east on
the quarter section line through said section 2 to the quarter corner common
to sections 1 and 2; thence north to the northeast corner of said section 2;
thence east on the township line between townships 12 and 13 south to the
southwest corner of township 12 south, range 3 east; thence north on range
line between ranges 2 and 3 east to the northwest corner of section 31, township 12 south, range 3 east; thence east on section line to the southwest corner
of section 27; thence north on section line to the southeast corner of section 9;
thence west on section line to the southwest corner of section 8; thence north
on section line to the northwest corner of section 8; thence west on section line
to the southwest corner of section 6; thence north on range line between
ranges 2 and 3 east to the northwest corner of township 12 south, range 3 east;
thence west on township line between townships 11 and 12 south to the summit of the Nebo range; thence northerly along the summit of the Nebo range
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to the summit of the high ground and range between the Utah and Juab
valleys; thence along the last mentioned summit and the summit between the
Goshen and Juab valleys and the summit between the Tintic valley and the
Cedar and Goshen valleys and the summit between t~e Tintic and Rush
valleys to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 469; L.
1913, ch. 71, § 1; C.L. 1917, § 1304; L. 1919,
ch. 27, § l; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-15.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
and Juab and resolved a longstanding dispute.
Barton v. Sanpete County, 49 Utah 188, 162 P.
611 (1916).

Boundary dispute.
Laws 1913, Chapter 71 established the
boundary line between the counties of Sanpete

17-1-16.

Kane county -

Description.

Kane county: Beginning at the middle of the main channel of the Colorado
river where intersected by the line separating townships 37 and 38 south,
thence west to the line separating ranges 9 and 10 west; thence south to the
boundary of the state; thence east to the middle of the main channel of the
Colorado river; thence northeasterly up the middle cf said channel to the point
of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L.1907, § 470; C.L.
1917, § 1305; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-16.

17-1-17.

Millard county -

Description.

Millard county: Beginning at the southeast corner of section 24, township
17 south, range 2 west, Salt Lake base and meridian, on range line between
ranges 1 and 2 west, thence west to the southwest corner of section 22 near
the summit of Sevier hill; thence north to the southeast corner of section 16;
thence west on section line to the summit of the range separating Oak Creek
district from the Little valley; thence northerly following the last mentioned
summit to its point of intersection, if prolonged, with the middle of the channel of the Sevier river; thence southwesterly down the middle of said channel
to the mouth of the lower Sevier canyon; thence west on the township line
between townships 14 and 15 south to the boundary of the state; thence south
to a point west of a point two miles south of the south side of Fort Wilden on
Cove creek; thence east to the summit of the range separating the Sevier
valley from the Pahvant and Round valleys; thence to the southwest corner of
section 31, township 25 south, range 5 west; thence east one-half mile; thence
north two miles; thence east one mile; thence north three miles; thence east
one-half mile; thence north one mile to the northwest corner, section 4, township 25 south, range 5 west; thence east one-half mile; thence north one mile;
thence east one mile; thence north one-half mile; thence east five miles to the
center of section 28, township 24 south, range 4¼ west; thence south one-half
mile; thence ·east two and one-half miles; thence north one-half mile; thence
east one mile; thence north one-fourth of a mile; thence east one-half mile;
thence north one mile; thence east one-half mile; thence north one-fourth mile
232
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to the northwest corner of section 20, township 24 south, range 4 west; thence
east one mile; thence north one-half mile; thence east three-fourths miles;
thence north one-half mile; thence east one-fourth of a mile to the sou.thwest
corner of section 10, township 24 south, range 4 west; thence north one-half
mile; thence east one mile; thence north two and one-half miles; thence west
one-half mile; thence north five miles to the quarter section corner on the
north side of section 3, township 23 south, range 4 west; thence north along
section line between sections 31 and 32 to the northwest corner of section 32,
township 22 south, range 3 west; thence east two miles to the southeast corner
section 28, township 22 south, range 3 west; thence north one mile; thence
east one mile; thence north two miles; thence east one mile; thence north two
miles; thence east one mile to the southeast corner of section 36, township 21
south, range 3 west; thence north one and one-half miles more or less to the
southwest corner of section 21, township 21 south, range 2½ west; thence east
to the quarter section corner on the south side of section 19, township 21
south, range 2 west; thence north two miles; thence east one-half mile to the
southeast corner of section 7, township 21 south, range 2 west; thence north
one-half mile; thence east two miles; thence north to the northwest corner of
section 3, township 21 south, range 2 west; thence east to the southeast corner
of section 36, township 20 south, range 2 west; thence north on the range line
between ranges 1½ and 2 west to the southeast corner of section 24, township
17 south, range 2 west, Salt Lake base and meridian to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 471; C.L.
1917, § 1306; L. 1919, ch. 27, § 1; 1921, ch.
33, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-17.

17-1-18. Morgan county -

Description.

Morgan county: Beginning at the point on the summit of the Wasatch range
of mountains nearest to the eastern headwaters of the Ogden river, thence
southwesterly along the summit of said range passing south around the headwaters of the Ogden river to the summit of the main Wasatch range southeast
of Ogden City; thence southerly along the summit of said range crossing the
Weber canyon and river to the summit of the cross range through which the
upper canyon of East Canyon creek runs; thence easterly along the summit of
said last mentioned range to, and thence northerly along, the summit of the
range between East Canyon creek and the Weber river to the Weber river;
thence northeasterly across said river and along the summit of the high land
between Lost and Echo Canyon creeks to the summit of the Wasatch range
separating the valley of the Bear river from the valley of the Weber river;
thence northwesterly along the last mentioned summit to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 472; C.L.
1917, § 1307; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-18.
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Piute county -

Description.

Piute county: Beginning at the northeast corner of the southeast quarter of
the southwest quarter of section 35, township 26 south, range 1 east of the
Salt Lake meridian; thence westerly along the 40-line parallel to section line
to the range line between 2 and 3 west; thence north on range line to the
northeast corner of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of section
25, township 26 south, range 3 west of the Salt Lake meridian; thence westerly along the 40-line parallel to the section line, to the northwest corner of
the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section 34, township 26
south, range 6 west to the summit of the range separating Beaver and
Pahvant valleys from Sevier valley; thence southerly following said last mentioned summit to the line between townships 30 and 31 south; thence east to
the Salt Lake meridian; thence north to the intersection of said meridian with
the summit of the range separating Grass and Rabbit valleys; thence northeasterly along said summit to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 473; C.L.
1917,§ 1308;L. 1931,ch.47,§ l;R.S. 1933&
C. 1943, 19-1-19.

17-1-20.

Rich county -

Description.

Rich county: Beginning at the point of intersection of the boundaries of
Utah, Idaho and Wyoming, thence west to the summit of the watershed separating Cache and Bear Lake valleys; thence southerly along the summit of
said watershed to the summit of the Wasatch range lying north and east of the
headwaters of the Ogden river; thence southeasterly along the summit of the
last mentioned range to, and thence along the summit of the mountains separating the valley of the Bear river from the valley of the Weber river to a point
opposite and nearest to the Union Pacific railroad, one mile east of Wasatch
station; thence southerly to the north side of said railroad; thence northeasterly along the north side of said railroad to the summit west of the Bear river
valley; thence east to the state boundary; thence north to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 474; L.
1917, ch. 113, § 1; C.L. 1917, § 1309; R.S.
1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-20.

17-1-21.

Salt Lake county -

Description.

Salt Lake county: Beginning at the intersection of the summit of the
Wasatch range with the summit of the spur range terminating at the Hot
Spring in the northern part of Salt Lake City, thence southwesterly along said
last mentioned summit to a point east of a point 136 rods north of said Hot
Spring; thence west to the middle of the channel of the Jordan river; thence
down the middle of said channel to the mouth of said river; thence west to the
west line of range 1 west; thence southwesterly and equidistant between Antelope island and the south shore of Great Salt Lake to the base line of the
United States survey where intersected by a straight line drawn between
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Black Rock on the south shore of said lake and the middle point of a line
running from the west shore of the said lake at latitude 41 degrees north to a
point on the east shore of said lake west of the middle channel of the Weber
river where said channel lies north of the northwest corner of Kingston's fort;
thence southeasterly through Black Rock to the northern end of, and thence
along, the summit of the Oquirrh range to the summit of the cross range
between the Oquirrh and Wasatch ranges; thence easterly along said last
mentioned summit to the summit of the Wasatch range; thence northwesterly
along said last mentioned summit to the point of beginning.
History: R.S.1898 & C.L. 1907, § 475; C.L.
1917, § 1310; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-21.

17-1-22. San Juan county -

Description.

San Juan county: Beginning on the eastern boundary of the state at latitude
38 degrees and 30 minutes north, thence west to the middle of the main
channel of the Green river; thence southwesterly down the middle of the
channels of the Green and Colorado rivers to the southern boundary of the
state; thence east to the eastern boundary of the state; thence north to the
point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 476; C.L.
1917, § 1311; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-22.
NOTES TO DECISIONS
Common boundary.
This section and§ 17-1-13 plainly designate
the common boundary between the counties of
Grand and San Juan as being Parallel 38 de-

17-1-23. Sanpete county -

grees 30 minutes north latitude. San Juan
County v. Grand County, 13 Utah 2d 242, 371
P.2d 855 (1962).

Description.

Sanpete county: Beginning at the intersection of the line between townships
11 and 12 south and the section line running north and south through the
middle of range 6 east, Salt Lake meridian, thence west along the township
line between townships 11 and 12 south to the northwest corner of township
12 south, range 3 east; thence south on range line between ranges 2 and 3 east
to the southwest corner of section 6, township 12 south, range 3 east; thence
east on section line to the northwest corner of section 8; thence south on
section line to the southwest corner of section 8; thence east on section line to
the southeast corner of section 9; thence south on section line to the southwest
corner of section 27; thence west on section line to the northwest corner of
section 31; thence south on the range line between ranges 2 and 3 east, to the
southwest corner of township 12 south, range 3 east; thence west on township
line between townships 12 and 13 south to the northeast corner of section 2,
township 13 south, range 2 east; thence south on section line to the quarter
corner common to sections 1 and 2; thence west on the quarter section line
through said section 2 to quarter corner common to sections 2 and 3; thence
south on section line to the southwest corner of section 2; thence west on
section line to quarter corner common to sections 3 and 10; thence south on
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quarter line through section 10 to the quarter corner common to sections 10
and 15; thence west on section line to the northwest corner of section 16;
thence south on section line tQ the northwest corner of section 4, township 16
south, range 2 east; thence west on township line between townships 15 and
16 south, range 2 east to the northwest corner of township 16 south, range 2
east; thence south on range line between ranges 1 and 2 east to the southeast
corner of section 25, township 16 south, range 1 east; thence west on the
section line to the northwest corner of section 34, township 16 south, range 1
west; thence south on section lines to the southwest corner of section 34;
thence west on the township line to the southwest corner of section 32, township 16 south, range 1 west, said section corner being about half a mile northerly of the Upper bluffs or Painted Rocks on the Sevier river; thence south on
section line to the southwest corner of section 8, township 17 south, range 1
west; thence west on section line to the northwest corner of lot 11 in section
18, township 17 south, range 1 west; thence south on the range line between
ranges 1 and 2 west and between ranges 1½ west and 2 west to a point west of
the point where the road between Gunnison and Salina crosses Willow creek
at the forks of said creek; thence east to the east bank of the Sevier river;
thence southerly along the east bank of said river to a point one mile north of
the fourth standard parallel south; thence east to the line between ranges 5
and 6 east; thence north to the third standard parallel south; thence east to
the line running north and south through the middle of range 6 east; thence
north to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 477; L.
1913, ch. 71, § 1; C.L. 1917, § 1312; L. 1919,
ch. 27, § 1; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-23.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Boundary dispute.
Laws 1913, Chapter 71 established the
boundary line between the counties of Sanpete

17-1-24.

Sevier county -

and Juab and resolved a longstanding dispute.
Barton v. Sanpete County, 49 Utah 188, 162 P.
611 (1916).

Description.

Sevier county: Beginning at a point on the line between the ranges 5 and 6
east one mile north of fourth standard parallel south, thence west to the east
bank of the Sevier river; thence northerly along the east bank of said river to
a point west of a point where the road between Gunnison and Salina crosses
Willow creek at the forks of said creek; thence west to the range line between
ranges 1½ and 2 west, township 20 south; thence south to the southeast
corner, section 36, township 20 south, range 2 west; thence west to the northwest corner, section 3, township 21 south, range 2 west; thence south to the
one-fourth corner on the east side of section 9, township 21 south, range 2
west; thence west two miles; thence south one-half mile; thence west one-half
mile; thence south two miles; thence west one-half mile to the southwest
corner of section 19, township 21 south, range 2 west; thence west to the
southwest corner of section 21, township 21 south, range 2½ west; thence
south to the southeast corner of section 36, township 21 south, range 3 west;
thence west one mile; thence south two miles; thence west one mile; thence
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south two miles; thence west one mile; thence south one mile; thence west two
miles to the southeast corner of section 30, township 22 south, range 3 west;
thence south along the section line between sections 31 and 32 to the quarter
corner on the north side of section 3, township 23 south, range 4 west; thence
south five miles; thence east one-half mile; thence south one mile to the
southeast corner of section 34, township 23 south, range 4 west; thence south
one and one-half miles; thence west one mile; thence south one-half mile;
thence west one-fourth mile; thence south one-half mile; thence west threefourths mile; thence south one-half mile; thence west one mile; thence south
one-fourth mile; thence west one-half mile; thence south one mile; thence west
one-half mile; thence south one-fourth mile; thence west one mile; thence
south one-half mile to the southeast corner of section 26, township 24 south,
range 4½ west; thence west two and one-half miles; thence north one-half
mile; thence west five miles; thence south one-half mile; thence west one mile;
thence south one mile; thence west one-half mile to the southeast corner of
section 32, township 24 south, range 5 west; thence one mile south; thence
one-half mile west; thence south three miles; thence west one mile; thence
south two miles; thence west one-half mile to the southwest corner of section
31, township 25 south, range 5 west; thence to the northeast corner of Beaver
county at the summit of the range separating Sevier valley from Round and
Pahvant valleys; thence southwesterly along the summit of said range to the
northwest corner of the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section
34, township 26 south, range 6 west; thence easterly along the 40-line parallel
to the section line to the range line between 2 and 3 west; thence south on
range line to the 40-line running east through the south one-half of section 31,
township 26 south, range 2 west of the Salt Lake meridian; thence easterly
along said 40-line parallel to the section line to the northeast corner of the
southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 35, township 26 south,
range 1 east, Salt Lake meridian to the summit of the range separating Grass
and Rabbit valleys; thence northeasterly along said summit to a point due
east of the point at which the wagon road crosses the summit between
Marysvale and Monroe; thence east to the line between ranges 5 and 6 east;
'
thence north to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 478; C.L.
1917, § 1313; L. 1931, ch. 47, § l; R.S. 1933 &
C. 1943, 19-1-24.

17-1-25. Summit county -

Description.

, Summit county: Beginning on the northern boundary of the state at longitude 110 degrees west, thence west to the southwest corner of Wyoming;
thence north to a point east of the point where the north side of the Union
Pacific railroad crosses the summit first west of Bear river valley; thence west
to the north side of said railroad; thence southwesterly along the north side of
said road to a point one mile east of Wasatch station; thence northerly to the
nearest point of the summit of the range of mountains between Bear river and
Weber valleys; thence southwesterly along said last mentioned summit to its
intersection with the summit of the high land between Echo and Lost creeks;
thence southwesterly down said last mentioned summit to and directly across
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the Weber river; thence southerly along the summit of the range separating
East canyon from Weber valley to the summit of the cross range through
which the upper canyon of East Canyon creek runs; then westerly to the
summit of the Wasatch range; thence southeasterly along said summit to the
summit of the range next south of the headwaters of Silver and East Canyon
creeks; thence easterly along said last mentioned summit to the point where it
is crossed by the road between Rhodes valley and Salt Lake City; thence
southerly to the middle of the channel of the Provo river at the high bluff
below Goddard's ranch; thence easterly along the middle of said channel to the
headwaters of the said river farthest east;. thence east to the summit of the
Uintah range; thence northeasterly to the one hundred and tenth meridian of
west longitude; thence north to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 479; L.
1917, ch. 113, § 2; C.L. 1917, § 1314; R.S.
1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-25.

17-1-26.

Tooele county -

Description.

Tooele county: Beginning at the middle point of a straight line drawn between a point on the west shore of Great Salt Lake at latitude 41 degrees
north and a point on the east shore of said lake due west of the middle of the
channel of the Weber river and north of the northwest corner of Kingston's
fort, thence southwesterly along said line to the west shore of said lake;
thence west to the western boundary of the state; thence south to the second
standard parallel south; thence east to the summit of the divide between
Cherry and Faust creeks; thence along the summit of the range next east of
the Rush and Tooele valleys to the northern end of said summit; thence northeasterly on a straight line through Black Rock on the shore of Great Salt Lake
to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 480; C.L.
1917, § 1315; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-26.

17-1-27.

Uintah county -

Description.

Uintah county: Beginning at a point on the summit of the Uintah mountains two sections and one-fifth mile west of a point where the Uintah special
meridian intersects the summit of the Uintah mountains, thence southerly,
adjacent to and west of the Uintah special meridian a distance of two sections
and one-fifth mile to the south boundary of the former Uintah Indian reservation; thence south parallel with the 110 degrees and 00 minutes west longitude to the line between townships 11 and 12 south, Salt Lake base and
meridian; thence east to the middle of the main channel of the Green river;
thence down the channel to the third standard parallel south; thence east to
the summit of the Brown cliffs; thence northeasterly to the state boundary;
thence north to the east quarter corner of section twelve (12), township 2
south of range 25 east of Salt Lake base and meridian; thence west along the
center lines of sections twelve (12), eleven (11), ten (10), and nine (9), to the
west quarter corner of section nine (9), township 2 south of range 25 east;
thence north along the west boundary lines of sections nine (9), and four (4) to
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the northwest corner of section four (4), township 2 south of range 25 east;
thence west along the south boundary lines of sections thirty-two (32), and
thirty-one (31) township 1 south of range 25 east to the southwest corner of
said township; thence north along the west boundary line of said township 1
south of range 25 east to the northwest corner of the township and range;
thence west along the south boundary line of township 1 north of range 24
east to the southwest corner of section thirty-six (36), township 1 north of
range 24 east; thence north along the west boundary line of section thirty-six
(36), to the northwest corner of said section thirty-six (36); thence west along
the south boundary lines of sections twenty-six (26), and twenty-seven (27),
township 1 north of range 24 east to the southwest corner of section twentyseven (27), or range and township; thence north along the west boundary lines
of sections twenty-seven (27), twenty-two (22), fifteen (15), ten (10) and three
(3) to the northwest corner of section three (3), township 1 north of range 24
east; thence west along the south boundary lines of townships 2 north of
ranges 24, 23 and 22 east to the northwest corner of section one (1), township
one (1) north of range twenty-two (22) east; thence south along the west
boundary line of sections one (1), twelve (12), thirteen (13), twenty-four (24)
and twenty-five (25), township one (1) north of range twenty-two (22) east to
the west quarter corner section twenty-five (25), township one (1) north, range
twenty-two (22) east; thence westerly to the monument at the top of Mt. Lena,
thence in a westerly direction following the water parting line along the
summit of the Uintah mountains to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 481;
Governor's Proclamation,
November 16,

17-1-28. Utah county -

1917; C.L. 1917, § 1316; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943,
19-1-27; L. 1943, ch. 28, § 1; 1977, ch. 67, § 2.

Description.

Utah county: Beginning at the point of intersection of the Wasatch range
with the summit of the range crossing from the Wasatch to the Oquirrh
mountains, thence westerly along said last mentioned summit to the summit
of the range between the Cedar and Rush valleys; thence southerly along said
summit to the summit of the range between the Tintic valley and the Goshen
and Cedar valleys; thence southerly along said last mentioned summit to, and
thence easterly along, the summit between Goshen and Juab valleys to, and
thence northeasterly along, the summit of the high ground and range of
mountains between Utah and Juab valleys to the summit of the Nebo range;
thence southeasterly along said summit to the line between townships 11 and
12 south; thence east to the line between ranges 9 and 10 east; thence north to
the township line between townships 10 and 11 south; thence west to a point
due south of the point where the wagon road from Spanish Fork to White river
as it existed in February, 1880, crossed the summit of the divide south of the
Strawberry valley; thence north to said last mentioned point of crossing;
thence northwesterly along the summit of the range passing around the headwaters of Spanish Fork and Hobble creeks to a point south of the point on the
Provo river one-fourth of a mile upstream from the middle of the mouth of the
north fork of said river; thence north to the summit of the range passing
around the headwaters of Battle and American Fork creeks; thence following
said summit to the point of beginning.
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History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 482; C.L.
1917, § 1317; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-28.

17-1-29.

Wasatch county -

Description.

Wasatch county: Beginning at a point on the summit of the Uintah range
due north of the center line between the east and west range line of range 9
west of the Uintah special meridian, thence southwesterly along the summit
of said range to a point east of the headwaters of the Provo river farthest east;
thence west to the said headwaters; thence down the middle of the channel of
said river to the high bluff below Goddard's ranch; thence northerly to the
point where the road between Rhodes valley and Salt Lake City crosses the
summit of the range south and east of the headwaters of East Canyon and
Silver creeks; thence north to said point of crossing; thence southwesterly
along said last mentioned summit to the summit of the Wasatch range at a
point north of a point on the Provo river one-fourth of a mile upstream from
the middle of the mouth of the north fork of said river; thence south to the
summit of the range east of the headwaters of Hobble and Spanish Fork
creeks; thence southeasterly along said last mentioned summit to the point
where the White river and Spanish Fork road crossed said summit in February, 1880; thence south to the second standard parallel south, Salt Lake base
and meridian (which point is also an extension east from the Salt Lake base
line of the line between townships 10 and 11 south of Salt Lake meridian);
thence east along this line to its intersection with the center line between the
east and west range lines of range 9 west of the Uintah special meridian;
thence following the center line of the said range 9 west of the Uintah special
meridian to its northern extremity; thence due north to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 483; C.L.
1917, § 1318; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-29.

17-1-30.

Washington

county -

Description.

Washington county: Beginning at the intersection of the line between townships 36 and 37 south and the western boundary of the state of Utah, thence
east to the line between ranges 15 and 16 west; thence north to the northwest
corner of township 37 south, range 15 west; thence east to the northeast
corner of township 37 south, range 15 west; thence south to the southeast
corner of township 37 south, range 15 west; thence east to the southeast
corner of township 37 south, range 13 west; thence south to the northeast
corner of section 24, township 38 south, range 13 west; thence east on the
section line to the intersection of the range line between ranges 11 and 12
west; thence south on that range line to the southwest corner of section 18,
township 38 south, range 11 west; thence east on the section line to the
intersection of the range line between ranges 10 and 11 west; thence north
along the range line to the southwest corner of section 18, township 38 south,
range 10 west; thence east on the section line to the intersection of the range
line between ranges 9 and 10 west at the northeast corner of section 24,
township 38 south, range 10 west; thence south on that range line to the south
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boundary line of the state of Utah; thence west along the Utah-Arizona
boundary line to the west boundary line of the state of Utah; thence north
along said west boundary line to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 484; L.
1917,ch.34,§ l;C.L.1917,§
1319;R.S.1933
& C. 1943, 19-1-30.

17-1-31. Wayne county -

Description.

Wayne county: Beginning at the middle of the channel of the Green river at
latitude 38 degrees and 30 minutes north, thence west to the line between
ranges 5 and 6 east; thence north to a point east of the point where the wagon
road crosses the summit between Marysvale and Monroe; thence west to the
summit of the range between the Rabbit and Grass valleys; thence southwesterly along said summit to the Salt Lake meridian; thence south to the line
between townships 30 and 31 south; thence east to the middle of the channel
of the Colorado river; thence northerly up the channels of the Colorado and
Green rivers to the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 485; C.L.
1917, § 1320; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-31.

17-1-32. Weber county -

Description.

Weber county: Beginning at the intersection of the summit of the Wasatch
range north and east of the Ogden valley and the summit of the range separating the Bear Lake valley from the Cache valley, thence westerly to the Hot
springs near the county road north of Ogden along the summits of the
Wasatch range and the spur range terminating at said Hot springs; thence
west to the line between ranges 3 and 4 west; thence southwesterly in a
straight line to the middle point of a line drawn from a point on the east shore
of Great Salt Lake west of the middle of the channel of the Weber river north
of the northwest corner of Kingston's fort to a point on the west shore of said
lake at latitude 41 degrees north; thence northeasterly along said last described line to the east shore of Great Salt Lake; thence east to the middle of
the channel of the Weber river; thence up the middle of said channel to a point
where crossed by the summit line of the Wasatch range; thence northeasterly
along the summit of said range around the headwaters of the Ogden river to
the point of beginning.
History: R.S. 1898 & C.L. 1907, § 486; C.L.
1917, § 1321; R.S. 1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-32.

17-1-33. Disputed

boundaries

-

Determination.

Whenever any dispute or uncertainty shall arise as to any county boundary
the same may be determined by the county surveyors of the counties interested, and in case they fail to agree or otherwise fail to establish the boundary, the board of county commissioners of either or both counties interested
shall engage the services of the state engineer, who with the aforesaid county
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surveyors, or either of them, if but one appears for that purpose, all having
received due and proper notice, shall proceed forthwith to permanently determine such boundary line by making the necessary surveys and erecting suitable monuments to designate the boundaries, which shall be deemed permanent until superseded by legislative enactment. Nothing in this section shall
be construed to give the surveyors or state engineer any further authority
than to erect suitable monuments to designate boundaries as they
established by law.
Cross-References.

History: R.S, 1898, § 487; L. 1907, ch. 82,
§ 1; C.L. 1907, § 487; C.L. 1917, § 1322; R.S.

§ 17-23-1 et seq.

-

County

surveyor,

State engineer, § 73-2-1 et seq.

1933 & C. 1943, 19-1-33.

NOTES TO DECISIONS
ANALYSIS

Authority of Legislature.
Compliance with statute required.
Duty of legislature.
State engineer's authority.
Authority of legislature.
The legislature has the sole power to define
and determine the boundary lines between
counties, and to provide the means or methods
by which such boundaries, when in dispute,
may be established and marked upon the
ground. Barton v. Sanpete County, 49 Utah
188, 162 P. 611 (1916).
Legislature, by reason of Const. Art. XI, Sec.
3, is without authority to establish or locate a
new or any boundary line between counties
where a boundary line exists, unless the description of the boundary line is so indefinite,
uncertain, or ambiguous that the line cannot
be definitely determined, or for any other reason the line cannot be located on the ground; in
attempting to establish the correct line, the
legislature must determine the line as it was
intended to be established prior to the enactment of the correcting legislative act; any act
of the legislature attempting to establish a new
or different line without regard to the original
intention is unconstitutional. Summit County
v. Rich County, 63 Utah 194, 224 P. 653 (1924).
The determination of county boundary lines
rests with the legislature. San Juan County v.
Grand County, 13 Utah 2d 242, 371 P.2d 855
(1962).
Where the legislative acts defining the
boundary are clear and unambiguous, the state
supreme court will not search for a meaning
beyond the statutes themselves. San Juan
County v. Grand County, 13 Utah 2d 242, 371
P.2d 855 (1962).
Compliance with statute required.
Trial court was correct in dismissing com-

plaint of San Juan County, seeking to enjoin
Grand County from exercising jurisdiction over
a disputed area, and a counterclaim filed by
Grand County, asserting its rights to the disputed area, where there had been no substantial compliance with this section. However, in
so doing, the court should have declared that
as a matter oflaw the common boundary of the
two counties is Parallel 38 degrees 30 minutes
north latitude. San Juan County v. Grand
County, 13 Utah 2d 242, 371 P.2d 855 (1962).
Duty of Legislature.
It was duty of Legislature in attempting to
establish a boundary line to follow the original
statutory description as nearly as practicable,
and, if it found it impracticable to follow it at
some particular point, then to establish a new
line. In doing so, however, it was still its duty
to be guided by what it conceived to be the
intention of the legislature which attempted to
establish the original line. Summit County v.
Rich County, 57 Utah 553, 195 P. 639 (1921).
State engineer's authority.
In adopting this section, the Legislature did
not confer power upon the state engineer to
unconditionally determine and establish the
disputed boundary line between two counties.
The boundary line which the state engineer
was authorized to establish, in the language of
the act, "shall be deemed permanent until superseded by legislative enactment." Accordingly, he could only conditionally or provisionally locate or establish a disputed boundary
line. Barton v. Sanpete County, 49 Utah 188,
162 P. 611 (1916).
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